Russ O'Harra Hosta Society

Access the ROHS website at
www.rohs.org

Newsletter of the

Russ O Hovvattosta Soccely
Sunday October 12, 2025

Noon — 4:00 pm
Set up at 11:30am and bring a dish to share
Potluck

lowa Arboretum and Gardens
1875 Peach Avenue, Madrid |1A

Construction Reminder Detour
Note to those driving from the south: the [-35 exit at Highway 210
(Huxley exit) is closed for the bridge replacement.

Detour get off |-35 at Exit 96, drive west on NE 126 th Ave, Turn north on high-
way 69 to highway 210. Then drive west toward Madrid as usual.

The Russ O’Hara Hosta Society is an
educational society open to all those
interested in the genus Hosta. It's purpose
is to promote the growing and enjoyment
of Hostas. Including their use in landscape
design, the cultivation and development
of new cultivars. The goals of the society
shell be in keeping with those of the
American Hosta Society.

Guest Speaker

Danny Lawson, Editor of the AHS Journal
1:00 pm

Danny will speak on his visits to National Display Gardens across the US.
National Hosta Display Gardens are public gardens with large, labeled
collections of hosta varieties to encourage landscape use of “The Friendship
Plant.” (BTW, the lowa Arboretum and Gardens is a National Hosta Display

In memoriam : David Moody, longtime ROHS member passed on September 27, 2025.

https://www.brucesfuneralhome.com/obituaries/david-moody

His wife Peggy is the past president of the club. Check the weblink for more info.
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https://www.brucesfuneralhome.com/obituaries/david-moody

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

It was another odd summer, but we survived. After a meager amount of precipitation in June, July was the second wettest month on
record with 10.62 inches recorded at the Ames Airport. July 2025 was second in rainfall total only to July, 1993, a memorable year
when much of central lowa was flooded. Of course, all the rainfall in July made ideal growing conditions for the Hostas; they grew and
thrived, and were looking great. Then August returned to more usual conditions and rainfall was “below normal” with a measly 1.87
inches for the entire month. September was no better with only 1.85 inches of rain. Consequently, Hostas had an early and lasting
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case of the “summer uglies.

Tough growing conditions in early August made it difficult to find perfect, uninjured, unmarred leaves for the lowa State Fair Hosta
Leaf Show. Hosta enthusiasts and State Fair exhibitors are a determined lot, and everyone found just enough leaves to make a
display, and to make the contest a success. (See article in this newsletter).

My summer was spent watching the weather, weeding and watering. Did the rest of you notice that plentiful July rainfall is also good
for Creeping Charlie (ground ivy)? The double whammy comes in August when the bluegrass lawn stops growing, giving Creeping
Charlie more room to expand. Ugh. | admit | fell behind on weeding this summer, but | resolve to do better next year (just like a Cubs
fan, “maybe next year.”)

We look forward to seeing as many as possible at our Fall ROHS meeting, October 12, at the lowa Arboretum and Gardens. We will
start with a potluck at noon, our featured speaker at 1:00 pm, and a short business meeting prior to sprinting outside to see the
Arboretum grounds. | recommend you plan to visit the Trial Garden Program. No Hostas, but lots of new, exciting, and upcoming
perennials to admire.

Finally, please see the lowa Arboretum and Gardens wish list of lowa Hostas missing from the Arboretum’s collection. If you can
share a division of one or more of the desired plants, please bring it with you.

*Footnote: “Summer Uglies” is a contrived term, not universally liked, that _
gives a name to the unsightly appearance of Hostas in late summer or fall. The
color fades, the leaf margins scorch (“sun scald”), or the entire leaf turns yellow or
brown, speckled, dry, and brittle. BTW, Andrea De Mink, Admin and Group Expert
Extraordinaire of the popular Hosta ID Facebook page, states that “seasonal de-
cline” is a much more accurate phrase.

Caption. The 2023 AHS Convention gift plant, ‘lowa Dreaming,” showing symptoms of sea-
sonal decline. And a bit of cutworm damage. Photo by Donald Lewis

RENEWALS: Please bring payment to the Fall Meeting or mail to the Treasurer/Membership Chair,
David Dettmann 122 Bluegill Ct., Pella, IA 50219-7513. Membership cost is $10 for one year, or
$25 for three years. You will get a reminder of your renewal year with this newsletter.

THANK YOU FOR BEING ACTIVE AND CURRENT MEMBERS OF ROHS!
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https://iowaarboretum.org/ourplants/trialprogram/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=D&q=https://www.rohs.org/_files/ugd/4a54e2_d5703c6c8b69441c8e275c638a16ed4f.xlsx%3Fdn%3DIA%2520Arb%2520Hosta%2520Wish%2520List.xlsx&ust=1759107600000000&usg=AOvVaw2ZFqaYdWWVXG1Zk-D8aswa&hl=en&source=gmail
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1015128831939070

ROHS Officers

Donald Lewis, President

2710 Northwood Court
Ames IA 50010
1-515-460-0542
drlewis9133@gmail.com

Barry Laws, Vice President

19635 130th Ave
Indianola, 1A 50125
Info@quiltedgardens.com
515-720-3089

David Dettmann, Treasurer

122 Blue Gill Court
Pella, IA 50219
bdd5097 @yahoo.com
641-627-5097

Gary Garles, Secretary

2110 4th Ave S.E.

Altoona, IA 50009
thelandscaperdsm@gmail.com
515-313-6841

Anne Lynam, Newsletter Editor

6589 SE 6th Ave

Des Moines, IA 50327
parkk65@mchsi.com
515-265-0017

Donna Miller, Hospitality Co-Chair

1101 Walnut Avenue
Creston, IA 50801
jpdm@coonvalleytelco.com
641-344-7312

Lisa Swanson, Hospitality Co-Chair

118 Jackson Street

Orient, IA 50858
Lisa_swanson@yahoo.com
641-337-56005

IOWA STATE FAIR HOSTA LEAF SHOW REPORT

The lowa State Fair inaugural hosta leaf show was held on Sunday, August 10, the culmination of several
months of planning. The leaf show, supported by the Russ O’Harra Hosta Society, exceeded expectations
with over 65 entries from approximately 12 contestants. ROHS members and others displayed their best

leaves.
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Thank you to all who entered and brought leaves to the fairground early Sunday morning. Special appreciation goes
to our Floriculture Superintendent, Barry Laws, for successfully securing approval for the contest from State Fair
Management, and shepherding entry details, premiums and class descriptions into the State Fair Premium Book.
- AWy —=7

Special thanks to our Award Sponsors: wom
Kat's Garden (A hosta plant to each first-place winner)

Quilted Gardens Nursery ($15 gift certificate for each 2nd place winner)
Bedwell Gardens ($10 gift certificate for 3 rd place winner)

Russ O’Harra Hosta Society (a complimentary one-year membership or extension)

The Iowa Arboretum
and Gardens

A National Display Garden
of the
American Hosta Society
Designated 2024




Spring Meeting 4/13/2025
Minutes of The Secretary
Meeting commenced at the lowa Arboretum at noon with an excellent potluck.

David McKinney, the current Horticulturalist from The lowa Arboretum, spoke about the Hosta gardens from the derecho on to today, and the plans for the
future. There is an opportunity to invest in plant research trials. All individuals who support the Arboretum are invited to donate Hosta from any lowa hybridizers.

Donald Lewis called the official meeting of the society to order at 1:50 PM. Agenda hand out. The new display garden plaque from the American Hosta Society
was on display. It will be in the gardens soon.

The minutes from the last meeting were approved.
A handout was distributed with the membership report and Treasurer's report. Approved as is.

Tom Jurik gave a website update. We are only getting one visit a day, on average. On the site is the Hosta of the week, and a master list of the Hosta hybrids
the Arboretum is seeking to acquire. Also, notes and pictures form the winter scientific meeting of the Midwest Region. Tom would like information and/or
pictures from all members for content. David Dettmann spoke on the Des Moines Botanical Center event coming May 8-11. We will attempt to man a booth like
last year on the Friday and Saturday times. Volunteers needed to man our informational booth.

Barry Laws brought updated information about the new lowa State Fair Hosta Leaf Show. Handouts for the Floriculture divisions and how to sign up to show
leaves were passed out. All details are available in the state fair premium book. July 1 is the deadline to enter (which means you have to be able to predict what
leaves will be presentable on Sunday August 10- hah!) Thanks be to Frank Glasgow for his hard work with Barry to make this all happen.

Two retail updates: Quilted Gardens opens May 3. Diana Bedwell of Bedwell Gardens has soil conditioner in bags again, lowa's only known outlet for the prod-
uct. Diana gives two bags to any new members who sign up. David Dettmann will follow up with our other retail associates to see if their new member deals are
still active.

Donald Lewis is starting a new Facebook page with help from Renee Koestler. The new brochure for the society will be printed sometime soon, after all current
updates are included. The bylaws of the Society state we need a Vice President, Don asked for volunteers. Barry Laws has agreed to assume the position.

Next meeting: Oct. 12, 2025 at the Arboretum. Possible speakers included Mark Dwyer, Russ Benedict, Danny Lawson, and Hans Stokes.

Is there a Summer Tour? Discussion included piggy-backing on an existing tour from another club. Gary and Don surveying possibilities. Information will have to
be sent by email blast.

Door prizes, including Hosta lowa Dreaming, candles, etc. The winners were Don Lewis, Connie Dingman, Tom Jurik, Donna Yeast, Anne Lynam, Kris Jurik,
Ron Borwick, and Betsy Dettmann.

Meeting adjourned at 2:35 in the afternoon.

Submitted by Gary Garles, Secretary.

Upcoming Events
American Hosta Society Online Auction, January/February TBA.
Midwest Regional Hosta Society Meetings
2026 Winter Symposium, Saturday February 21, 2026. Brookfield, WI.
2026 MRHS 50th Anniversary Celebration Convention, July 9-11, 2026. Madison, WI
Great Lakes Region Hosta College, March 20 &amp; 21, 2026. Piqua, OH
ROHS Spring Meeting, April 12, 2026. Location TBD

2026 American Hosta Society Convention “Buckeye Hosta Fever” June 10-13, 2026 — Dublin, OH
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